[

|._:-‘I"" u, I I P An Online Peer-Reviewed / Refereed Journal
‘é, M ;;' . Vol: 01 No. Issue 1V, (October-December) (2025)
2 ey World Journal of Humanities and

Impact Factor: IIFS: 5.75
IIP: WJHSS | social Sciences o

ISSN: 3107-6661 (Online)

THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE EMERGENCE OF THE PEASANTS

AND WORKERS PARTY: A CRITICAL EXAMINATION

Prof. Watane. K. R.
Dept. of History,
Karmaveer Bhaurao Patil Mahavidyalaya, Pandharpur.

Article Info ABSTRACT

The Peasants and Workers Party has been pivotal in
Article History: shaping the socio-economic landscape of Maharashtra, both
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indebted and insecure. Influenced by Marxism, socialism, and
Ambedkarite principles, the party aimed to combat the economic,
social, and political exploitation faced by farmers and workers,

Keywords: advocating for land reforms, minimum wages, and debt relief
socio-economic, while emphasizing grassroots movements over electoral politics.
Indian democracy, In the post-independence context, the SKP positioned itself as a
political consciousness significant opposition to the Congress Party, representing the

interests of farmers, agricultural laborers, and tribal
communities, particularly in regions such as Konkan, Western
Maharashtra, and Marathwada. It sought to democratize the
cooperative movement but faced challenges due to political
interference.

However, the SKP’s effectiveness diminished over time
due to organizational fragmentation, leadership challenges, and
an inability to adapt its policies to evolving agrarian issues,
especially following liberalization. Despite these limitations, the
SKP's role in raising political consciousness and democratic
values among rural communities is noteworthy. In light of
ongoing issues like farmer suicides and market instability, there
is a pressing need to revisit and revitalize the party’s
foundational ideals for the future of rural politics in India. The
SKP's emergence is thus integral to understanding the historical
struggle for social justice among farmers and workers in
Maharashtra.
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INTRODUCTION

The history of Indian democracy reflects a spectrum of social struggles and movements for the
rights of marginalized communities, especially in rural areas where farmers and the working class faced
systemic exploitation. The zamindari system and colonial economic policies exacerbated their plight,
leading to significant debt and land loss. This backdrop prompted the need for a political platform,
culminating in the rise of the ShetkariKamgar Party, which aimed to represent agricultural and labor
interests. Under British rule, India’s focus on agriculture transformed into a crisis for rural society,
overcrowded with debt and labor exploitation. Despite calls for political independence during the freedom
struggle, social and economic inequalities remained unaddressed, fostering discontent among farmers and
workers.

The ideological groundwork laid by reformers like Mahatma Phule and Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
significantly influenced the emergence of the Peasants and Workers Party. This party prioritized the issues
of farmers, agricultural laborers, and Dalits through policies promoting land reforms, debt relief, and fair
labor practices. It advocated mass movements to raise political consciousness in rural society, contrasting
with the Congress Party’s dominance in the post-independence era. As an opposition force, the Peasants
and Workers Party skilfully articulated rural concerns within legislative frameworks while mobilizing
grassroots support. However, it eventually faced challenges including organizational weakness and
leadership conflicts, limiting its national impact. The historical study of the Peasants and Workers Party 's
formation is vital for understanding the dynamics of the farmers' and workers’ movements in Maharashtra,

focusing on its ideological roots and contributions to socio-political advocacy.

OBJECTIVES OF THE RESEARCH

1. To conduct an in-depth study of the historical, social, and economic background behind the emergence
of the Peasants and Workers Party .

2. To explain the impact of agrarian conditions, the zamindari system, and labour issues during the
British colonial period and the post-independence era on the formation of the Peasants and Workers
Party .

3. To critically examine the ideological foundations of the Peasants and Workers Party - namely socialism,
Marxism, and the principles of social justice.

4. To review and analyze the party’s policies and programmes concerning the issues of farmers,
agricultural labourers, and the working class.

5. To analyze the role played by the Peasants and Workers Party in the political system of post-
independence Maharashtra.

6. To study the impact of the party’s mass movements, struggles, and organizational activities on rural
society.

7. To present a balanced and critical assessment of the party’s successes, contributions, as well as its
limitations and failures.

8. To examine the contemporary relevance of the Peasants and Workers Party ’s ideas and policies in the

context of changing socio-economic conditions.
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9. To evaluate the historical contribution of the party to the development of the farmers’ and workers’
movement in Maharashtra.
10. To highlight the position of the Peasants and Workers Party in relation to rural politics, democratic

values, and social justice.

RESEARCH HYPOTHESES

1. The emergence of the Peasants and Workers Party was a direct outcome of rural economic inequality
and the exploitation of farmers created by British colonial policies.

2. The zamindari system, moneylender dominance, and widespread indebtedness during the pre-
independence and post-independence periods generated the need for an independent political
organization among farmers and workers.

3. The ideology of the Peasants and Workers Party was deeply influenced by socialism, Marxism, and the
principles of social justice.

4. Limitations in the policies of the Indian National Congress and its neglect of farmers’ and workers’
issues contributed significantly to the growth of the Peasants and Workers Party .

5. Alongside parliamentary politics, the Peasants and Workers Party fostered political awareness in rural
society through mass movements and struggles.

6. The party’s movements strengthened class consciousness and awareness of rights among farmers and
the working class.

7. The contribution of the Peasants and Workers Party remained largely regional in nature, with limited
influence at the national level.

8. Organizational differences, leadership constraints, and an inability to adapt to changing socio-economic
realities led to a decline in the party’s influence.

9. Through the cooperative movement and democratic decentralization, the Peasants and Workers Party
proposed an alternative path for rural development.

10. In the post-liberalization era, a rearticulating of the party’s core ideas could render them relevant even

in contemporary times.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The research paper employs historical and analytical methods to explore the emergence of the
Peasants and Workers Party, focusing on the interplay between historical events, socio-economic
conditions, and ideological movements. Primarily qualitative, the study relies on secondary sources
including historical texts, political science literature, and scholarly articles. It begins with a descriptive
overview of relevant events, followed by an analysis of these occurrences within their social, economic, and
political frameworks, facilitating an understanding of the party's formation and influence. A critical
perspective ensures that the party's contributions, achievements, and limitations are assessed impartially,
with conclusions supported by evidence. Cross-verification and comparative analysis enhance the
research's reliability, presenting a comprehensive view of the Peasants and Workers Party 's impact on

Maharashtra's political landscape.
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SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RESEARCH

The emergence of the Peasants and Workers Party represents a pivotal exploration of social,
economic, and political transformation within rural Indian society, paralleling the critical role of farmers
and workers in the agrarian structure of India. Historically, these groups faced prolonged neglect regarding
their issues, thus highlighting the importance of the Peasants and Workers Party as an independent
political voice. This study provides valuable insights into the roots of farmer and worker challenges across
pre-independence and post-independence India, elucidating the detrimental impacts of British colonial
policies, the zamindari system, exploitation by moneylenders, and the uneven developmental landscape.

By analyzing the ideology of the party, which encompasses socialism, class equality, social justice,
and democratic decentralization, the research illustrates the evolution of Maharashtra’s progressive
political narrative. The party's strategies, incorporating parliamentary politics alongside grassroots mass
movements, have increased awareness of rights, class consciousness, and political engagement among rural
communities, essential for bolstering democracy in India. The research further explores the party’s
limitations alongside its contributions, emphasizing the necessity of a nuanced evaluation of political
movements that acknowledges both achievements and shortcomings. Key challenges identified include
organizational issues, leadership struggles, and an inability to adapt to shifting socio-economic dynamics,
providing critical lessons for future movements advocating for farmers and workers.

Academically, this research is particularly significant for scholars in history, political science,
sociology, and rural studies, yet it also serves as a resource for competitive examinations and advanced
educational pursuits. Given the current climate characterized by farmer suicides, market volatility,
globalization challenges, and agrarian crises, revisiting the ethos of the Peasants and Workers Party
becomes imperative for contemporary policy-making.

In summary, the study of the Peasants and Workers Party is not just a historical account but an
essential document that holds substantial relevance concerning social justice, democratic principles, and

the empowerment of working classes within the socio-political framework of rural India.

SCOPE AND NATURE OF THE STUDY

The primary objective of this research paper is to explore the historical background of the Peasants
and Workers Party's emergence, extending beyond the confines of a single political entity to encompass the
social, economic, and political conditions affecting farmers and workers in India before and after
independence. The study focuses primarily on the social and political history of Maharashtra, analyzing the
formation, expansion, and influence of the Peasants and Workers Party within this specific geographical
context. It includes a detailed examination of farmers' and workers' movements in regions such as Konkan,
Western Maharashtra, and Marathwada, while also incorporating relevant national-level movements when
necessary.

Chronologically, the study spans from the latter phase of British colonial rule to several decades
post-independence, investigating how factors such as the land revenue system, the dominance of
moneylenders, agrarian imbalances, and rural exploitation during British rule contributed to the party's
emergence. Furthermore, it critiques the neglect of farmers' and workers' issues during the Congress-led

post-independence era while highlighting the oppositional political roles that developed in response.
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The research employs a historical, descriptive, and analytical approach, beginning with an
objective description of events leading to the Peasants and Workers Party 's rise, followed by contextual
analyses of these events across various dimensions. This methodology facilitates a comprehensive
understanding of the party's origins, objectives, and societal impact, while maintaining a balanced and
evidence-based perspective. The study critically evaluates the party’s ideology, policies, modes of agitation,
and political significance, discussing its achievements and limitations, organizational challenges, and
adaptability to changing circumstances.

Moreover, the research examines the social and economic ramifications of the Peasants and
Workers Party's actions on farmers, agricultural laborers, workers, Dalits, and other marginalized groups,
focusing on land reforms, debt relief, minimum wages, the cooperative movement, and the theme of
democratic decentralization. Drawing primarily from secondary sources-historical texts, research articles,
theses, dissertations, journals, newspapers, and government reports-the study utilizes comparative and
critical readings to formulate its conclusions without engaging in statistical analysis or survey methods.
The paper also compares the political ideologies of the Peasants and Workers Party with those of the
Congress Party, socialist, and communist parties, highlighting its distinct position within Maharashtra's
regional political landscape. While the research acknowledges certain limitations—such as the absence of a
thorough examination of national-level movements and recent political developments-it maintains that the
chosen scope remains adequate for a historical study of the Peasants and Workers Party's emergence.

Ultimately, this research contributes significantly to the understanding of farmers' and workers'
movements in rural India by placing the Peasants and Workers Party's emergence within a broader social,

economic, and political context.

LIMITATIONS OF THE RESEARCH

Since the research paper on the Peasants and Workers Party acknowledges inherent limitations, it
emphasizes the importance of recognizing these aspects for objectivity. Firstly, the study relies on
secondary sources like books, articles, and reports, omitting primary sources such as interviews and
surveys, limiting the exploration of first-hand experiences. Secondly, the research focuses geographically
on Maharashtra, lacking comparative analysis with similar movements in other states, thus missing a
broader national perspective. Thirdly, its temporal scope is restricted to the later pre-independence period
and a few decades post-independence, neglecting recent political developments and contemporary
agricultural policies post-globalization. Fourthly, the study primarily employs qualitative methods for
assessing the Peasants and Workers Party's organizational activities, with limited statistical data, leading to
conclusions that are often interpretative rather than quantitatively supported. Lastly, despite a critical
reading of sources, some ideological biases in the literature persist, making a completely unbiased
presentation challenging. Nonetheless, the research provides significant insights into the historical

emergence of the Peasants and Workers Party.

CONCLUSION
The study highlights that the emergence of the Peasants and Workers Party was not an abrupt occurrence,

but rather the culmination of long-standing social, economic, and political grievances in rural India, both
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before and after independence. Factors such as British colonial policies, the zamindari system, and
moneylender dominance fostered a scenario of persistent exploitation for farmers and workers. In
response, the Peasants and Workers Party emerged as a structured platform for collective action aimed at
defending the rights of these marginalized groups. The party's ideology was fundamentally rooted in
socialism, class equality, and social justice. It adeptly blended parliamentary politics with mass movements,
thus enhancing political awareness among rural populations and effectively voicing the issues faced by
farmers, agricultural laborers, and the working class within legislative frameworks and society at large.
Despite these achievements, the party faced organizational challenges, leadership conflicts, and
difficulties in adapting to evolving socio-economic landscapes, which eventually limited its impact.
Nonetheless, the Peasants and Workers Party's historical significance remains noteworthy, as it played a
crucial role in fortifying the principles of social justice and democratic values within rural political contexts.
The examination of the Peasants and Workers Party is crucial in understanding the history of farmers’ and
workers’ movements in India, shedding light on the interplay of rural political mobilization and social

change.

REFERENCE

1. Deshmukh, V. D. (Ed) Shetkari Kamgar Paksh: Itihasva Karya, Mumbai: Popular Prakashan.1994.p
32,89
Patil, D. G.(Ed) Maharashtratil Shetkari Chalvali, Pune: Continental Prakashan.2003.p32,35
Phadke, Y. Di. (Ed), Maharashtratil Rajkiya Pravah, Pune: Shreevidya Prakashan.2005,p.65,66.
Kulkarni, A. R. (Ed), Bhartiya Samajvadi Chalval, Pune: Mehta Publishing House.1999.p.114,118.
Deshpande, N. G. - Bhartiya Krushi Samasya, Delhi: Orient Longman.2004,p.53,56.
Kelkar, Sh. D. - Maharashtratil Kamgar Chalval, Mumbai: Granthali.1995.p.63,64.
Pawar, Sharad - Lokshahiva Gramin Rajkaran, Pune: Rajhans Prakashan..1986,p.36,39.
Sarkar, Bipinchandra -Adhunik Bharatacha Itihas, Delhi: Orient Blackman.2017
Joshi, Sharad - Shetkari Andolan: Vicharani Sangharsh, Pune: Sadhana Prakashan.1984.p,65,66.

© © N o s W

=
e

Government of Maharashtra - Krushiva Gramin Vikas Ahwal, Mumbai: Government Printing
Press.1993.p,35,50.

11. Various Authors — Economic and Political Weekly, Mumbai.2001,p.69,70.

12. Deshmukh, S. M. — Gramin Samajani Rajkaran, Aurangabad: Vidya Prakashan.2006.p.87,89.

Journal homepage: https://iipublications.com/iipwjhss 2110|Page



https://iipublications.com/iipwjhss

