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Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, known as Babasaheb, was a great 

social reformer, economist, and the chief architect of the Indian 

Constitution. Born into an “untouchable” Mahar family in 1891, 

he faced severe caste discrimination but overcame it through 

education and determination. Ambedkar believed that education 

was the key to social upliftment and constantly encouraged the 

oppressed to “Educate, Agitate, and Organize.” 

He fought against the caste system through movements like the 

Mahad Satyagraha and temple entry campaigns, demanding 

equality and dignity for all. As Chairman of the Drafting 

Committee, he ensured that the Constitution guaranteed 

fundamental rights, abolished untouchability, and introduced 

reservations for Scheduled Castes and Tribes. Ambedkar also 

championed women’s rights and proposed the Hindu Code Bill 

for gender equality. 

In 1956, he embraced Buddhism along with millions of followers, 

seeking a religion that upheld equality and compassion. His 

vision of liberty, equality, and fraternity continues to shape 

India’s democracy. Dr. Ambedkar transformed social justice from 

a dream into a constitutional reality, inspiring generations to 

fight against inequality and discrimination. His life remains a 

guiding light for building a just, equal, and humane society. 
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Early Life and Experience of Discrimination 

Dr. Ambedkar was born in 1891 in Mhow (now in Madhya Pradesh) into a “untouchable”  

family that is Mahar cast. From his early childhood, At several stages he experienced  

reality of cast system . He faced severe social discrimination created by upper cast of 

society . In school, he was not allowed to sit with other students of upper cast . He could 

not drink water from the same pot from where student of upper cast drink water, and his 

teachers also treated him as inferior. These bitter experiences deeply affected young 

Ambedkar and made him realize the cruelty of the caste system exist in Indian society.. 

Despite this condition, Ambedkar was determined to get education. His father, 

RamjiSakpal, encouraged him to higher education., He won scholarships from Badoda 

King and went abroad for higher studies. He studied at Columbia University in New York 

and the London School of Economics, where he earned doctorate degrees. His education 

gave him a broad vision and a strong understanding of social and economic and other 

problems exist in Indian society. 

Education is only way to Social Change 

Dr. Ambedkar knew that education is the most powerful weapon for social 

transformation. He always said, “Educate, Agitate, Organize.” According to him, education 

could open the doors of freedom for the oppressed people. Education could give them 

confidence, awareness, and the ability to fight against injustice. 

for Dalit students he started schools, colleges, and hostels He encouraged them to pursue 

higher studies and become leaders in different fields. His organization Bahishkrit 

Hitakarini Sabha also work to promote education and social reform among the depressed 

classes. Through his efforts, thousands of Dalit youths were educated and became 

conscious of their rights. 

Ambedkar’s vision of education was not limited to reading and writing; he believed in 

moral and social education—education that makes a person self-respecting and 

responsible towards society. 

Fight Against Caste Discrimination 

 Dr. Ambedkar’s greatest contributions was his struggle against the caste system which is 

blot in humanity. The caste system divided Indian society into unequal groups, where the 

“lower castes” were treated as inferior and “untouchable.” They were denied basic human 

rights like education, temple entry, water from public wells, and even entry into public 

places. 

Dr. Ambedkar challenged this unequal cast system. He declared that “Caste is not just a 
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division of labour, but a division of labourers.” He argued that caste system destroyed the 

unity of society and country  

Mahad Satyagraha (1927), a historic movement where Dr.Ambedkar and thousands of his 

Dalits followers drank water from the public Chavdar Tank in Mahad, asserting their right 

to use public water sources. This was a landmark event in the struggle for equality. 

Movement of Kalaram Temple Enttry in 1930 at Nashik, demanding the right of Dalits to 

enter Hindu temples. These movements showed Ambedkar’s courage and leadership in 

fighting social injustice through peaceful and democratic methods. 

Political Empowerment of the Depressed Classes 

Dr. Ambedkar believed that political empowerment is the key to social transformation . 

He therefore demanded separate electorates for the Depressed Classes, so they could 

elect their own representatives.He realized that political power was necessary to protect 

the rights of the oppressed. 

He signed the Poona Pact (1932l with Mahatma Gandhi, which led to reserved seats for 

the Scheduled Castes in legislatures. This agreement became a foundation for the policy 

of reservation in education, government jobs, and politics after independence for Dalit 

community 

Ambedkar also founded political parties such as the Independent Labour Party (1936) 

and the Scheduled Castes Federation (1942) to give a voice to marginalized communities. 

Through these political movements, he gave the oppressed people a sense of identity and 

confidence. 

Architect of the Indian Constitution 

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s greatest contribution to India was as the Chairman of the Drafting 

Committee of the Indian Constitution. After independence of India , he was chosen to 

draft the Constitution because of his deep knowledge of law and his commitment to social 

justice. 

The Indian Constitution, came into effect on 26 January 1950,  constitution of India 

reflects Ambedkar’s vision of a just and equal society. He ensured that the Constitution 

guaranteed fundamental rights such as equality before law, freedom of speech, right 

against discrimination, and protection of minorities. 

Ambedkar inserted provisions for the abolition of untouchability  and for reservations in 

education, employment, and legislatures for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

These constitutional safeguards became powerful instruments for social transformation 

in India. 
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He famously said in the Constituent Assembly, 

“Political democracy cannot last unless there lies at the base of it social democracy.” 

Economic Ideas and Social Justice 

Dr. Ambedkar believed that economic inequality was one of the main causes of social 

problems existing in Indian society.. He argued that without economic reforms, social 

reforms could not succeed. He advocated for land reforms, industrialization, and state 

ownership of key industries to reduce poverty and inequality. 

As the LabourMember  (1942–46), Ambedkar introduced several labour welfare 

measures such as fixed working hours, equal pay for equal work, and social insurance. 

His ideas later influenced many labour and welfare laws in independent India. 

Ambedkar’s vision of social justice was thus comprehensive, including social, economic, 

and political equality. 

Conversion to Buddhism: A New Path for Social Liberation 

After decades of struggle, Ambedkar realized that the caste system was deeply rooted in 

Hinduism and could not be removed completely. Therefore, he decided to leave Hinduism 

and adopt a religion that believed in equality and compassion. 

On 14 October 1956, at Nagpur, Dr. Ambedkar with his  five lakh followers converted to 

Buddhism. He said, “I was born a Hindu, but I will not die a Hindu.” 

He chose Buddhism because it was a religion based on reason, equality, and morality. 

Through this mass conversion, Ambedkar aimed to give Dalits a new social identity and 

self-respect. The event became a major turning point in India’s social history and a 

symbol of spiritual and social liberation. 

Role of Ambedkar in Women’s Empowerment 

Dr. Ambedkar was a strong supporter of dalit rights as well as women’s rights. Women's 

are most depressed class in Indian society .Dr.Ambedkat believed that a nation could not 

progress if its women were not educated and empowered. 

As the Law Minister of India, he introduced the Hindu Code Bill, which aimed to give 

women equal rights in property, marriage, and inheritance. Though it faced opposition 

and was not passed during his time, many of its provisions were later accepted and 

became law. 

He also encouraged women to participate in politics and social movements. During the 

Mahad Satyagraha and other campaigns, many women joined the movement under his 

leadership. His vision for gender equality was revolutionary for that time. 
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Ambedkar’s Philosophy of Social Transformation 

Dr. Ambedkar’s idea of social transformation was based on justice, equality, and 

fraternity. He believed that society must be built on the principles of human dignity. 

He often said that “The progress of any society depends on how it treats its weakest 

members.” 

 For Ambedkar, true transformation meant not only removing caste and class inequalities 

but also creating a moral and democratic society. 

His ideas can be summarized in three core values this are  Liberty , Equality and 

fraternity These values were not only political slogans but guiding principles for building 

a humane and just society. 

Ambedkar’s Legacy and Continuing Relevance 

Dr. Ambedkar’s ideas continue to shape India’s social and political life. The reservation 

system in education and jobs has helped millions of Dalits, Adivasis, and backward 

classes rise from poverty and discrimination. 

His writings like Annihilation of Caste, The Buddha and His Dhamma, and Who Were 

theShudras?are still studied widely for their powerful critique of social injustice. 

Every year, millions of people pay tribute to him at ChaityaBhoomi in Mumbai and 

Deekshabhoomiin Nagpur. His message of equality and human rights has inspired 

movements not only in India but across the world. 

In today’s India, where social and economic inequalities still exist, Ambedkar’s vision 

remains deeply relevant. His call for education, unity, and equality continues to guide 

new generations. 

Conclusion 

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar was not only the maker of the Indian Constitution but also the maker 

of modern India. He transformed the lives of millions who were once deprived and 

oppressed. Through his courage, intellect, and vision, he turned social protest into a 

movement for %democracy, dignity, and equality. 

His life teaches us that real freedom means freedom from ignorance, fear, and inequality. 

His dream was of a society where every individual, irrespective of caste, gender, or 

religion, would live with dignity and self-respect. 

In the words of Jawaharlal Nehru, “Dr. Ambedkar was a symbol of revolt against all 

oppressive features of Hindu society.” 

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s contribution to social transformation is immortal. His ideals will 

continue to inspire humanity in its journey toward justice, equality, and brotherhood. 
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